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Re-Opening with Confident Path Forward
In following the guidelines of the Catholic Schools Office,
the Center for Disease Control, and the American Pediatric
Association, the health and safety of our students and staff were
top priorities in the reopening plan. Mask wearing, frequent
hand washing, and daily health screenings are required. Desks
are spaced six feet apart and student movement throughout
the building is limited. Plexiglass and desk shields provide
safety barriers in office spaces and classrooms. The building
receives enhanced cleaning and disinfection throughout
the day. Many whole-school activities, such as Mass and
assemblies, are now virtual.

“Back to school” has taken on new meanings for the students
at St. Martin’s. For some it has been returning to the school
building each day. For others it has meant learning from home
with online classes. But for all students at St. Martin’s, this
year’s return to school is unlike anything they’ve experienced
in previous years.
Due to the global coronavirus pandemic and the need to create a
safe and flexible school reopening plan, the summer leading up
to the new school year was far from normal. A Re-entry Team,
made up of administration, faculty, and parents, was tasked
with sending surveys, evaluating successes from last spring,
addressing safety protocols, assessing classroom spaces,
adapting curricula, and determining best learning options based
on the needs of families. The dedication and commitment of this
team in creating a thoughtful plan has been an inspiring effort.
All Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Washington, D.C. were
required to submit plans for the approval of the Catholic Schools
Office. After many weeks of careful planning, the St. Martin’s
Re-entry Team submitted and received approval to open up for
in-person teaching, and also offer a distance learning option for
those parents who feel more comfortable keeping their children
home for now. Distance learning includes a robust combination
of live-streamed classroom instruction along with synchronous
and asynchronous lessons and assignments.
Principal Stephen Lamont stated that just over half of the
students returned to in-person learning. He believes the
school’s small size and the community’s adherence to protocols
have allowed the school to reopen its doors safely. Julie Espina,
mother of two boys at SMS, shared, “I am so impressed with
the instruction, engagement, and creativity that I’ve seen from
the teachers! This school year is off to a great start, despite
the hurdles COVID-19 has put in our way.” Principal Lamont
added, “We are committed to delivering instruction that is safe,
engaging, and flexible – able to meet the standards that our
families rightly expect from a St. Martin’s education.”

Student and staff training and orientation ensured that best
practices were in place for both in-person and distance
learning. Classes returned to the building with a staggered
schedule in order to execute the guidelines with fidelity. As
the school year continues, the team constantly evaluates how
this plan is being implemented and adjusts accordingly for
safety and efficiency. Their dedication to fulfill our mission of
providing every St. Martin’s student a rigorous, faith-based
education in an environment that is safe for all students and
staff has created the confidence for the school community to
move forward. Students and faculty are grateful to get the year
off to a good start, with everything in place to support student
learning and interaction from in and outside the classroom.
Principal Lamont has held the community needs foremost in
his decisions: “Our first consideration has to be the health and
well-being of our school community,” If conditions warrant it,
the school is prepared to move to 100% distance learning.
“The pandemic has presented challenges for everyone and
we are grateful to our faculty, staff, maintenance crew, and
families for working together for the benefit of our students,”
said Principal Lamont. He added, “Gratefully, we can turn to
our faith and pray for strength and support.”
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Dear St. Martin’s Community,
The Advent season is a special time of waiting in the Church; we are given the opportunity to prepare
afresh our hearts and our hearths for Jesus, the Savior of the world, in whom we place all our hope. This
year, hope is a particularly valuable gift of our faith in these turbulent times of a pandemic that has
touched every corner of the earth.
The wonderful news is that the spirit, passion, and commitment of the St. Martin’s Parish and School
community are ever present and growing. Our teachers and students returned to the building in August,
eager to begin a new school year, and we have enjoyed a successful beginning. We have implemented
a variety of health measures and cleaning practices to ensure the safety of the students and staff, and these have been effective in
preventing the spread of the virus within our community. Families are able to choose between virtual and in-person instruction, and
about three-fifths of our students have returned to the building for in-person instruction four days a week (with a fifth asynchronous
day of learning each week). It is a joy to see the smiling eyes of these students each morning, and to see the interaction between the
in-person learners and their peers as they meet through Zoom each day. Our teachers have risen to the challenge of providing instruction
that translates effectively through different vehicles of teaching and learning. Their passion for teaching and their commitment to our
students and our school has been an inspiration.
Our families have continued to serve the school and others by supporting their children’s learning, attending virtual Home and School
Association meetings and Parent Teacher Conferences, donating to the food pantry, and supporting the school in every possible way. Our
parents understand the value of the education that we offer at St. Martin’s and are willing to make the required sacrifices to provide that
opportunity for their children. During this pandemic, St. Martin’s has continued to offer the excellent educational experience that our
families have come to know and expect. We encourage you to follow along with us on our social media to see more about what we are
doing as a community and how you can participate from afar.
The unfortunate news is that passion and commitment are not enough to keep our school thriving. The pandemic has taken a financial
toll on St. Martin’s, as it has on so many schools and small businesses. We have incurred increased expenses in our efforts to protect our
teachers, students, and staff and to maintain our building as a safe space. Our Pre-Kindergarten enrollment has declined dramatically.
While we explore ways to find additional funding sources and fundraising opportunities, our BINGO program, which was generating more
than $10,000 per month in revenue, has not been able to open its doors since March. And so now, more than ever, we need your support.
If you are at all able, please consider making a donation of any size to the school. I am deeply thankful to our parishioners and alumni
whose continued support of our Financial Aid and School Operations Endowment Funds has allowed us to deliver our faith-based rigorous
academic program and to serve our local community. Service to those in need and to each other is a pillar of who we are at St. Martin’s,
and we know that you, as part of our extended community, share these values.
I am grateful to each of you for your prayers, donations, and support. I wish each of you a blessed Advent season. May hope captivate
your hearts. May the promise of Christmas fill you with peace now and through the new year. And may the God of all consolation be with
those of us who need comfort during this season. Let us pray for one another and for the world.
God Bless,
Stephen C. Lamont
Principal
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St. Martin’s School commemorates its 95th anniversary in 2020.
Our community looks forward to many more years of educating
the future, as this school community has done since 1925

Did You Know?

A 95 Year History of Scholarship,
Faith, and Service
St. Martin’s School is the oldest Catholic school in Montgomery
County and has a proud, successful history of educating children.
Not long after the founding of our parish in 1920, Pastor John
Cuddy started making plans to open a Catholic school. He
bought the white convent across the street from the school
property, now known as Fr. Meyer House, and invited the Sisters
of Notre Dame de Namur to come from Washington to teach the
school children. The original St. Martin’s School, which faced S.
Frederick Avenue, was completed in 1925 and cost $66,000. The
Sisters opened the only Catholic school in Montgomery County
on September 14, 1925. Eighty-three students were registered
in 1926. Many took the B&O Railroad from surrounding areas in
Rockville and Germantown.
By September 1947, the school enrollment reached 200. Two
classrooms were added in 1948 when the school Annex was
completed to hold the growing numbers of students, 269 in that
year. Today the Annex houses the Food Pantry. In 1956, the first
African-American students were admitted. Many St. Martin’s
students arrived to school in a public school bus and were let off
at Gaithersburg High School. There were times when as many
as 50 students were in a classroom, with a waitlist to enroll.
In 1970, the Sisters announced that the community would be
leaving the school because of dwindling numbers of teaching
Sisters. Eighty-seven Sisters served St. Martin’s from 1925 to
1973. To help the transition to a lay staff, the parish established
a Home and School Association and a School Advisory Board.
With the help of dedicated parishioners and school families,
the rented PEPCO building at the end of the parish property at
Fulks Corner Avenue was refurbished in order to hold the first
Kindergarten class in 1983.
With a rapidly aging building and the increased demand for
adequate space for education and parish functions, the decision
was made to build a new school building. In 1988, a new school
and parish center building was opened, through the dedication
and efforts of Fr. DiNorcia and Principal Mary Alyce Sullivan.
Over three hundred students moved into the new building,
which included a gym, cafeteria, and library. Tuition was $350
and uniforms had just recently become a requirement. With
the added space, a Pre-Kindergarten and Aftercare Program
were established. Since then, the school has experienced many
changes, but scholarship, faith, and service have continued to
be our guiding principles.

• The original school building was built in 1925 for a cost of
$66,000.
• The school was originally surrounded by farm land.
• The Kindergarten class was held on the stage of the original
school building.
• Uniforms were not worn until just prior to moving into the
new building.
• The nearby bridge, crossing the railroad tracks, was named
after Fr. John Cuddy, our first pastor, who died in a car
accident while crossing the tracks.
• Homeroom parents kept that responsibility for all eight years.
• There was no air conditioning in the original building.
• In a fire drill, there were so many students in the building
that by the time the last student walked out, the first
students were filing back in.
• The Sisters wore a “habit,” consisting of a long black dress
and a veil which fully covered their heads.
• The current church office was the original rectory, which was
home to the priests.
• The Food Pantry once held first and second grade classes
because there was no room in the school. It was called the Annex.
• There was no Public Address (PA) system, so notes were
carried from room to room.
• Many St. Martin’s students arrived to school in a public
school bus. They were always seated in the back and were
let off at Gaithersburg High School. Crossing guards walked
them across the street.
• The first Kindergarten class in 1983 was held in the PEPCO
building at the end of the property on Fulks Corner Avenue.
• There were times when as many as 50 students were in a
classroom, with a waitlist to enroll.
• The new school building opened in 1988.
• In the new building, the hand-cranked copy machine was
replaced with an electric version.
• Our Aftercare Program is thirty-one years old, founded in 1989.
• The class of 2004 boys’ basketball team won the City
Championship.
“Educating is an act of love; it is like giving life.” ~ Pope Francis
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Crusaders Welcomed Back with Excitement!
The sparkling-clean, newly polished
hallways of St. Martin’s School
this fall are filled with welcoming
decorations and the excitement of a
new year. We are blessed to welcome
new faces together with the familiar
faces of our returning students,
both in person and virtually. All of
our teachers are excited to bring
fresh ideas to blended and distant
learning, as we continue to foster
students into lifelong learners
and excellent critical thinkers. This year, we are excited
to introduce and welcome Mrs. Karen Vollrath as our new
first grade teacher. Mrs. Vollrath was born and raised in
Manchester, Connecticut, and earned a Bachelor’s Degree
in Humanities from Harvard University’s Extension School
and a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Development from
the Boston University Wheelock College of Education. She
comes to us with many years of teaching experience; she
has been a substitute teacher, a Pre-Kindergarten teacher,
and has even managed and taught at a dance school in North
Carolina. Mrs. Vollrath most recently taught Preschool at the
Kiddie Academy in Gaithersburg, and is excited to reconnect
with some of her past students who have moved on to St.
Martin’s. She is delighted to be working in first grade, where
she can focus on teaching reading skills, a particular passion
of hers. “I am always excited to teach reading because I
love to read,” Mrs. Vollrath said, and added, “I am looking
forward to teaching at a Catholic school, where we can talk
about Jesus and include Him in all we do.” Outside school,
Mrs. Vollrath enjoys taking walks and spending time with her
adult children who live in the area.
We are excited to welcome on board
Mr. Christian Stokes as our new
fifth grade teacher. Mr. Stokes was
born and raised in Tampa, Florida.
He earned his degree in Biology
from Stillman College in Alabama.
He comes to us with four years of
middle and high school teaching
experience but even more years of
coaching sports. Mr. Stokes was
a three-sport high school coach
(football, basketball, and track)
when he was not in the science lab teaching his students
about dissection and cell structure. This year, he has
found collaborating through Zoom meetings to be a great
opportunity to learn to adapt well to new environments. “This
is a great community where not only is everyone eager to
learn but they have a deep concern for those around them,”
he said appreciatively. He added, “I look forward to offering
my fifth grade class the opportunity to meet challenging
tasks individually and as a team.”
Mrs. Susan Feudale, who has taught first grade at St. Martin’s
for the past seventeen years, has moved across the hall this
year to take on a new role as the second grade teacher. “I’m
incredibly excited about helping second graders prepare to
receive First Reconciliation and First Communion!” said Mrs.
Feudale. The transition for our students from first to second

grade will be a bit easier this year, with a familiar teacher
leading the way. All of our faculty, both seasoned and novice,
bring unique experiences and gifts that support our students
and ensure their success in the classroom. One thing that
never changes is the joyful anticipation of a new year at St.
Martin’s!
Alumna Makes Lifelong Impact
Our 2020 Volunteer of the Year at St. Martin’s School is
a devoted alumna and dedicated school parent. Vivian
Abudayeh was honored at the Catholic Business Network of
Montgomery County Annual Gala in December. We are grateful
to Vivian because of her years of outstanding leadership and
tireless efforts in service to St. Martin’s. Rarely an event goes
on without her involvement in either the planning or final
implementation. Vivian’s contributions began years ago when
she and her three siblings attended St. Martin’s, and have
continued to this day. Some of her fondest memories were
recess games, Spirit Week, and the encouraging homilies
from the parish priests. “What I remember most is the love
and care I felt walking through the building, knowing this
was our safe place. All the teachers, staff, and administration
cared for us and loved us all as if we were their own,” Vivian
recalled. So when the time came, it was an easy decision on
where to send her own children to school. This legacy of love
and care has stayed alive in Vivian, who in 2012 opened her
home and her heart to young Helton Rodriguez, a student who
also attended St. Martin’s and who needed a permanent home
after the passing of his mother. Vivian speaks of him as her
own and takes a great deal of pleasure in the accomplishments
of all three of the young people she is raising. Currently, her
youngest daughter Dina is in seventh grade at St. Martin’s. Her
oldest daughter Layla is a freshman at Syracuse University
and Helton is a junior at the University of Notre Dame.
Vivian has worn many hats at St. Martin’s, such as President of
the Home and School Association (HSA), member of the School
Board, CYO coach, Athletic Director, and Events Coordinator.
Her current year as HSA President has required special
effort and creativity in order to work around the coronavirus
safety restrictions and still meet the goal of fostering a strong
working relationship between parents and school staff. The
HSA has sponsored a virtual craft fundraiser for parents and
a drive-in movie for families. She has also hosted virtual HSA
meetings and frequent parent “check-ins,” where parents can
share experiences while navigating distance and in-person
learning environments for their children. Vivian inspires
others through her joyful
commitment to not just
a school but a family. “I
volunteer so that SMS
continues to thrive and
to provide a wonderful
educational and spiritual
foundation
to
future
students,” explains Vivian.
St.
Martin’s
extends
heartfelt gratitude to
Vivian Abudayeh. We are
pleased to honor her as
our Volunteer of the Year.
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Crusader Spirit Reigned!
This fall’s Spirit Week,
sponsored by our Student
Council, was a perfect
blend of fun, family,
and friendly classroom
competition. School spirit
is as important as ever at
St. Martin’s, as some of
our students are learning
in the building and others
are working remotely
from home. Regardless
of the venue, just about
everyone joined in the
theme-day events. Pride
was at stake, with the
winning class being awarded the Crusader Shield, a tradition started
last year at Fall Fun Day, which was a competition-packed field day
held at Bohrer Park in Gaithersburg.
This exciting week started off with a Family Fun Day theme. Since
Monday was a Collaboration Day for teachers, the students had a
day off from school to enjoy with their families. For some, it was a
day of hiking, biking, cooking, or competing. Others filled their day of
fun by watching movies, picking pumpkins, raking leaves, or playing
board games. A few families even visited museums and attended
Halloween-themed events.

the announcement was made that two classes had boasted 100%
participation throughout the week and would share possession of the
Crusader Shield for the year. Congratulations to Pre-Kindergarten
and Third Grade, and to all who helped share our Crusader Spirit!

A Fresh Look to Our Building
With the support of our generous community during our third annual
“Many Gifts, One Nation: A Day of Giving,” the front of our school
building received a fresh new look. With the proceeds from January’s
24-hour day of giving, we purchased a beautiful and functional
awning outside our main school doors. This update to the front of our
thirty-year-old school building provides a new look but also protects
our parents and students from harmful UV rays and unpleasant rain
during daily pickup. First impressions matter to families looking at
our school for their children and an awning, proudly displaying the
school name, offers a striking and noticeable impact at the front of
our school facility.
For the past three years, during Catholic Schools Week, the National
Association for Catholic Education has sponsored a 24-hour social
media campaign, encouraging those who have benefitted from
Catholic education to donate to a local school. Through social media,
St. Martin’s invited alumni, parents, students, faculty, parishioners,
and all those who have been impacted by Catholic school education
in ways big and small, to donate to St. Martin’s. Through generous
contributions, we raised $5,300 for our school’s greatest needs. We
are sincerely grateful to those who gave during our 24-hour Day of
Giving and for the positive impact these gifts create.

Day Two was Stuffed Animal Day. Students could either bring their
favorite plush animal or dress like one. It was a cozy sort of day to
have a warm and fuzzy friend by your side.
Day Three was Back to the Future. Students could dress as younger
versions of themselves or as the people they planned become in the
future. Many of our students dressed as adorable toddlers or very
accomplished doctors, CEOs, and Superheroes.
Day Four was a Holiday Day. Students dressed up as their favorite
holiday. Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter themed outfits made
early appearances, and still others dressed to celebrate Valentine’s
Day, St. Patrick’s Day, and the 4th of July.
The grand finale took place on Friday, when we celebrated Halloween,
one of the favorite themed dress-up days of the year. Although we
were not able to hold our traditional costume parade, each class held
a party with festive treats supplied by parents. At the end of the day,

SAVE THE DATE!
The fourth annual Many Gifts, One Nation: A Day of Giving will
begin Tuesday, February 2, 2021 at noon and continue
through noon on Wednesday, February 3.
St. Martin’s will be asking for donations from all who has been
impacted by Catholic schools at some point in their lives. We
are asking for donations from students, parents, faculty, staff,
alumni, grandparents, parishioners, and friends. Donations may
be made the day of, on our safe and secure online payment portal
or through a check mailed to school. Our St. Martin’s School
website and social media platforms will post the Day of Giving
donation link. Thank you for supporting our mission!
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St. Martin’s Happenings by the Numbers

St. Martin’s enjoyed Cardinal Gregory’s first visit to a
parish after being elevated to the College of Cardinals;
he came to celebrate our Centennial Year Mass on
December 5.

115 Chromebooks were distributed to families who
have chosen the distance learning model for their
students and needed a device.

Sixty-five students sold at least one book of
Crusader Raffle tickets to receive a Crusader
bracelet and a week of Tag Days.
44 decorated pumpkins were submitted by
students for the Great Pumpkin Character
Contest.

Principal Lamont, as
promised, dressed
up as a turkey when
we smashed the
Thanksgiving Food Drive
goal with 2755 food
items.

Students and teachers maintain six-foot distance in the
classroom, at recess, in the hallways, and at Mass in
order to stay safe.
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CLASSNOTES
We would love to stay in touch!

Endowment Funds: Honor Roll of Donors

Share with us your news and we will keep you up-to-date on
happenings at St. Martin’s School. Go to www.smsmd.org and click
on SMS Alumni or email Anne Gemunder, Director of Development
at agemunder@smsmd.org.

Every Gift Matters. Every Giver Makes an Impact.
We thank our alumni, parents, parishioners, and friends for their
generous support of our School Operating and Financial Aid
Endowment Funds this past year. It is the collective impact of our
entire community – including you – that enables us to continue to
deliver on our mission. Our annual Endowment Fund Appeal in April
was canceled due to an order issued by Governor Hogan in response
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Help us bridge this considerable
financial gap, allowing us to continue to foster students of intellect
and character who work for a just world filled with the compassion
of Christ. Extraordinary circumstances like these are exactly why we
rely on the Endowment Funds, which offer the flexibility to adapt to
our school’s greatest needs - needs that are evolving daily.
Please consider making a tax-deductible gift to our School Operating
Fund or to our Financial Aid Endowment Fund. Together we can
ensure that all of us emerge from this pandemic stronger than ever.
On the envelope enclosed, please check the box to designate which
Fund should receive your generous donation.
The Honor Roll of Donors includes gifts donated to the Funds from
June 16, 2020 – June 15, 2021. If an error or omission has been made,
we apologize and ask that you contact Anne Gemunder, Director of
Development, at agemunder@smsmd.org.

Ways to Support St. Martin’s
If your workplace participates in the United Way or the
Combined Federal Campaign and you would like your taxdeductible contribution to be directed to SMS, please
designate us by entering our number on your donor
form. United Way (Member #8362) and Combined Federal
Campaign (Member 85449)

Other ways to support St. Martin’s are through Amazon Smile,
Good Search, Harris Teeter, Office Depot, or Weis4Schools. For
more information, go to www.smsmd.org and click on “Support
SMS.”

An Unprecedented Need
The coronavirus pandemic has caused unprecedented
economic hardship, resulting in hundreds more families
in our area in need of food. The weekly food distribution
need by the parish Food Pantry has nearly doubled
since the start of the pandemic, and food donations are
critical in meeting this need. The Pantry sits squarely
in the center of our parish campus, and it is the center
of our works of charity in this community. Please go to
stmartinsweb.org for details on what items are most
needed and when donations are accepted. Credit card
donations are also appreciated; from the website, click
Donate Here, then click Make a One-Time Gift Now.

Food Pantry
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